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Kent Action Against Live Exports (KAALE)

Patrons:
Carla Lane: http://www.carlalane.com/

‘The Black Spurs’: http://www.theblackspurs.com.au/Contents.htm
Maria Daines: http://www.maria-daines.com/

Website: http://www.kaale.org.uk/

Contact Address: xxx xxx xxx , Kent; xxx xxx England, United Kingdom.

14th February 2013

Dear Dutch authorities from the Ministry of Economic Affairs and the nVWA,

I write on behalf of KAALE; a UK volunteer organisation which monitors and records all live
animal exports from the UK.

I wish to express our concerns regarding the physical condition and standards of some Netherlands
(NL) owned / operated and registered livestock transporting vehicles which we have been
observing, and their details recorded during the past eighteen months at the port of Ramsgate in
Kent, England. With the animal export trade possibly moving to Dover, Kent, from Ramsgate in the
next month, it is envisaged that these same vehicles will appear here also.

The attachment to this letter (Evidence Pack) provides many photographs taken since August 2011
at Ramsgate by our own (KAALE) official photographer, and which will provide you with an
overview of photographic and documented evidence regarding our concerns.

Each individual EU member state has its responsibilities to ensure that EU standards are complied
with regarding livestock transportation – namely Council Regulation (EC) No. 1/2005 of 22nd

December 2004 on the protection of animals during transport and related operations. We do not
consider that many of the NL vehicles shown in the evidence pack attached, and the photographs
provided at the end of this letter also, meet the standards as defined in this Regulation.

The simple fact is that many of these closed box type trailers currently operating without any access
doors on their sides, or alternatively just tiny ones, are not respecting these EU requirements
detailed below.

Council Regulation (EC) No. 1/2005 requires:

Chapter I Article 3 – General conditions for the transport of animals declares:

( c ) “the means of transport are designed, constructed, maintained and operated so as to
avoid injury and suffering and ensure the safety of the animals”.

(g) “sufficient floor area and height is provided for the animals, appropriate to their size and
intended journey”.

Chapter II Para 2.1 declares that:

“vehicles in which animals are transported shall be clearly and visibly marked indicating the
presence of live animals,… …”.
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ANNEX 1 Chapter II - Means of Transport, declares:

1. Provisions for all means of transport.

1.1 Means of transport, containers and their fittings shall be designed, constructed,
maintained and operated so as to:

(f) “provide access to the animals to allow them to be inspected and cared for”.

ANNEX I – TECHNICAL RULES – Chapter I - Fitness for Transport, declares:

4. “When animals fall ill or are injured during transportation, they shall be separated
from the others and receive first-aid treatment as soon as possible. They shall be given
appropriate veterinary treatment and if necessary undergo emergency slaughter or
killing in a way which does not cause them any unnecessary suffering”.

We consider / we know that some Netherlands registered vehicle which have been observed at
Ramsgate are not fully compliant with the above sections of the 1/2005 regulation. This can be
proven with the two photographs provided at the end of this letter.

We need to stress the point that some of these closed trailers which have been observed are worse
than others. The ones that are completely sealed without ANY side access doors are completely
unacceptable as they are totally non compliant with the regulation. The trailer with the 3 large
doors fitted into the side however is marginally better as these doors are larger, and if a driver /
attendant were to open one, or several of them, inspections for all the animals carried could
probably be made, including visual identification of, and potential access to any injured ones.
These larger door trailers are big enough to allow an adult to enter the trailer, which is acceptable.

We are still of the opinion that there is very much a difference in the quality of trailer used, based on
those which have been observed at Ramsgate. The difference is primarily between the completely
sealed (no access door) version and that fitted with side access doors. The situation where a
driver or attendant can only inspect and access potentially sick or injured animals inside the trailer
by having to first open the back door/ramp, and then having to view down the entire length of the
trailer (often in dark conditions) are just completely illegal and wrong, without question.
Every sealed, box type trailer traveling on EU roads should as a very minimum have at least
three (3) adequate (ie. adult) sized access doors fitted to its length. Those which do not have
any side access doors are illegal with the regulation should immediately be withdrawn from
service.

All EU livestock drivers / attendants should have successfully completed the training detailed in
1/2005 Annex IV (Training) as well as having passed the examination approved by the national
competent authority. The training shall have included the technical and administrative aspects of
community legislation concerning the protection of animals during transport, which includes:

(e) emergency care for animals.

As some sealed box type trailers do not have any side doors fitted to them, the regular inspection of
animals by these same drivers / attendants during their journey is thus not possible. This lack of
regular inspection provision could therefore potentially cause extreme animal suffering (during the
journey) should an animal become sick or injured during transport. As a result, drivers /
attendants are not able to provide emergency care or have the ability to isolate (sick /
injured) animals from others as defined in the regulations.

Further, because of the very construction of some of these trailers, regular driver / attendant access
to trailers only fitted with rear doors (and not side doors) will be very limited during the journey, if
they happen at all. This is not satisfactory for ensuring the welfare of animals in accordance with
1/2005.
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Another failure of 1/2005 regularly noted at Ramsgate has been a clear lack of signage fitted to
many ‘sealed box’ type trailers to indicate that live animals are being transported within. We also
have further concerns regarding the welfare of animals carried, should any of the sealed box
trailers become involved in a road accident, as any EU national emergency service would be unable
to identify that live animals are being transported. As provided above, Chapter II Para 2.1 of
Regulation 1/2005 declares that “vehicles in which animals are transported shall be clearly and
visibly marked indicating the presence of live animals,… …”; we therefore suggest that
from our regular observations, some current (NL) livestock transporters are non compliant with
existing 1/2005 regulation requirements.

Provided with our photographic evidence in the attachment, which includes the date, month and
year of each vehicle noted, we hope that we can rely on you to fully implement the requirements of
legislation 1/2005.

The dates of each notification are provided in the attachment; along with an index ‘J’ number (ie
J57, J66 etc) which specifically relates to a KAALE report associated with the shipment of that day.

Full access to all of our written reports, supported by photographic evidence, is provided via our
web site http://www.kaale.org.uk/archive.html - then please go to ‘Harbours’ – ‘Ramsgate’

– ‘Archive Reports’ to view each of our individual reports associated with each sailing.

We trust you will review our concerns detailed in this letter, including our photographic evidence
provided in the attachment; and will attempt to immediately undertake the necessary legislation
changes to rectify the potential problems identified above, thus making vehicle standards complaint
with Regulation 1/2005.

Would you please refer any correspondence relating to the above to:

Xxx xxx xxx xxx England, United Kingdom

Alternatively, please e mail me directly at: xxx xxx xxx

Thank you for your time;

Yours sincerely

Mark Johnson
EU Correspondent – KAALE.

http://www.kaale.org.uk/archive.html
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1/2005 declares: “vehicles in which animals are transported shall be clearly and visibly
marked indicating the presence of live animals”

“provide access to the animals to allow them to be inspected and cared for”.

When animals fall ill or are injured during transportation, they shall be separated from the
others and receive first-aid treatment as soon as possible. They shall be given appropriate

veterinary treatment and if necessary undergo emergency slaughter or killing in a way which
does not cause them any unnecessary suffering”.

Is this possible with the above trailer ?

1/2005 declares: “sufficient floor area and height is provided for the animals, appropriate to
their size and intended journey”.


